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GMO Giant
  by Anna Lappé and Matthew Willse

In the past two decades, the St. Louis-based 
former chemical giant Monsanto has come 
to dominate the market for genetically modified 
organisms (GMOs). With its 2005 acquisition 
of Seminis, Monsanto became the world’s 
biggest commercial seed company for old-
fashioned crops, too.

GMO critics raise concerns about their potential 
impact on our environment, food security, and 
health. But the U.S. government has refused 
even to mandate labeling of foods that contain 
GMOs. Released in the U.S. with only industry-
conducted safety testing, GMOs are now found 
in at least three-quarters of foods in our 
supermarkets.

Sources: GMO acreage based on Monsanto reported planting com-
bined with the industry-sponsored ISAAA figures of global GMO 
acreage. Global seed market data from ETC Group.


